Special Open Letter 
to my Fellow-members of 
The Theosophical Society 

NOVEMBER, 1939 

Dear Brethren, 

Referring to the American Civil War, 
Abraham Lincoln said: “ We accepted 
the war for an object, a worthy object. 
The war will end when that object is 
attained. Under God I hope it will never 
end until that time.” 

How utterly true these words are today, 
and how all the more they are true when 
we read the statements made during the 
course of the last great War, when there 
was no less determination than is ex¬ 
pressed today to make the just cause of 
the war so triumphant that occasion could 
never arise again for another war. The 
slogan for the last war, as stated by His 
Majesty’s Ministers, was : “ Restitution, 
reparation, guarantees against repetition.” 
On the 19th of December 1916 the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain declared in the 
House of Commons: “ The triumph of 
Prussia would . . . leave mankind to 
struggle, helpless, in the morass of horror. 
That is why since this war began I have 
known but one political aim. For that I 


have fought with a single aim. That was 
to rescue mankind from the most over¬ 
whelming catastrophe that has ever yet 
menaced its well-being.” 

All these things are being said today no 
less emphatically : over and over again our 
statesmen declare that their countries are 
finally resolved that the world shall be¬ 
come free from all further menace such 
as has broken out in the present war. 
But what confidence can we have that 
the solemn purposes declared to be the 
object of the present war will be of any 
more avail than the no less solemn pur¬ 
poses which were declared to be the objec¬ 
tive of the last great war ? 

It is right that such solemn pledges 
should be given, but they can be fulfilled 
only insofar as the peoples of the world 
know what is the real nature of the war 
now taking place. I believe that even our 
most learned statesmen hold, as more than 
one of them has declared, that the war is 
just the war as we perceive it—a fight 
between Germany on the one hand and 
Britain, France and Poland on the other. 
They believe that if Germany be crushed 
and restitution, reparation and guarantees 
are duly made, that then the war will be 
over. 


How is it that they do not see that the 
war we see in Europe is only a very 
partial outward and visible sign of that 
universal war which has been continuing 
throughout the history of the world ? 
How is it that they do not see that this 
war is just an aspect of the three great 
wars that are everywhere : 

The war which Cruelty spreads far 
and wide; 

The war which Ugliness embodies; and 

The war typified by Vulgarity . 

Whether or not we have actual armed 
physical conflict in the outer world, is it 
not clear that cruelty, ugliness and vul¬ 
garity are universal, and that from time to 
time the accumulation of these must neces¬ 
sarily lead to the expression on the very 
physical plane itself of wars such as we 
ordinarily know ? Wherever there is cruel¬ 
ty, there is war. Wherever there is ugliness, 
wherever there is vulgarity or crudeness, 
there is war. Let us not be so foolish as to 
imagine that this war will end war any 
more than the last war ended war, unless 
and until it strikes at the very roots of war, 
which are far more than those causes to 
which we ordinarily attribute war. 

I fear very much that the present war will 
effect little more than the last war, despite 


the avalanche of protestations as to the 
only possible policy if there is to be any 
likelihood of no more war. I profoundly 
distrust the peace manoeuvres, entirely 
well-meaning, though, of course, they are, 
of neutral States which, by reason of their 
very neutrality, so clearly show that they 
do not understand the nature of this war. 
Indeed do I echo Abraham Lincoln’s phrase 
and I say that “ Under God I hope it 
(war) will never end until ” its great pur¬ 
poses are perceived and honoured beyond 
all possible further breach. Dare I not 
say that I know it will never end, war will 
never end, until its objective is attained ? 
Bi\t whenever I read in the newpapers of 
proposals for peace, I grow afraid lest the 
British Government fall into what I can 
only regard as a trap, however little re¬ 
alized as such by those who make the pro¬ 
posals. I think that the French Govern¬ 
ment perceives the great issues more 
clearly than the British Government. I 
think that this is noticeable in the 
differences of reaction on the part of 
France and Britain to the proposals for 
peace recently made by Their Majesties 
the Queen of Holland and the King of the 
Belgians. 

We Theosophists have the power as 
have no others in the world to perceive 


the true nature of the war, and to realize 
that its high purposes must be ardently 
pursued. Some of us know full well that 
no country should be neutral at such a 
time as this. This is a war between the 
forces of Light and the forces of darkness, 
and every country with any pretence to 
civilization or to the spirit of Brotherhood 
should range itself fearlessly, and without 
counting the cost, on the side of the Light. 
It is because so many countries are afraid 
so to range themselves that the war is not 
only likely to be prolonged, but its true 
issues are likely to be endangered, and it 
will no more end war in the world than 
did the last war, so that by very reason of 
the neutrality of a large number of coun¬ 
tries, the world’s progress toward Peace 
and Brotherhood is definitely and danger¬ 
ously retarded. 

On the other hand, every member of 
The Theosophical Society can prosecute 
the war in his own country even without 
infringing his country’s regrettable neutral¬ 
ity. I feel most strongly that every mem¬ 
ber of The Theosophical Society should 
actively range himself against cruelty, 
against ugliness, against vulgarity, as he 
may never have ranged himself before, so 
that in so ranging himself he will be in 
very truth a soldier of the Light. In his 


country cruelty stalks abroad. In his 
country ugliness is rife. In his country 
vulgarity in all probability outweighs refine¬ 
ment. Every member of The Theosophical 
Society has today the urgent duty of 
embodying in himself the antithesis of 
cruelty, of ugliness, of vulgarity. He must 
guard against these in his own nature and 
no less must he fight them wherever he 
perceives them to be, not in a spirit of 
hatred, but rather in a spirit of complete 
confidence in a final victory, however little 
effect he may seem to have for the time 
being. It is enough for us to fight. It 
is not for us to see how far or if at all the 
darkness is dispelled. We are by our very 
fighting dispellers of darkness. But in 
hands far wiser than our own lies the 
determination as to when the darkness shall 
be dispelled and the Light shine once more 
unchallenged. 

I call every member of The Theosophi¬ 
cal Society to become a soldier wherever 
he may live and whoever he may be, to 
enter this World War and to fight against 
those negations of Peace and Brotherhood 
which find their expression in cruelty, in 
ugliness, and in vulgarity. So is he fight¬ 
ing for the Right, and fighting for the Right 
no less than those who are engaged in 
actual physical conflict in Europe. 


This war has many Fronts, and not 
until there is victory on every Front shall 
the world be finally freed from war. How 
glorious a thought that each one of us in 
his own small way can contribute to the 
world’s Peace and the world’s Brother¬ 
hood just where he is and with the hum¬ 
ble forces that may be at his disposal 
wherewith to fight ! And how wonderful 
it is that the great Science of Theosophy 
and the splendid membership of TheTheo- 
sophical Society are ours just now when 
we need them most, when their power can 
help us to achieve infinitely more than we 
could accomplish without their aid ! Of 
the very Science of Brotherhood and Peace 
we have been students, and are students. 
Soldiers are we in that great fortress of 
The Theosophical Society which guards 
and keeps alive in the very outer world 
itself the Supreme Realities of Life. Thus 
armed are we in strength for the fight 
which is now upon the world, and in which 
every servant of the Light is called to give 
of his utmost. 

As I have already often said before, our 
Theosophical Society is universal, partly in 
order that no member need be neutral. 
It is universal in order that within it every 
member may give of his own unique and 
individual soul to the high purposes of 


evolution. There is not a single individual 
in the world with any claim at all to be 
in the forefront of civilization who is not 
challenged today to make good his claim 
and to stand in all resoluteness among 
those who form the Advance Guard into 
the future of our expanding and deepening 
civilization. 

Let each of us gird about ourselves 
those powers of Reverence, Goodwill and 
Compassion which are the purest and 
truest weapons of all who desire to win 
their knighthood in the Order of the Ser¬ 
vants of the World. The true knight 
fights on every Front to which he is called 
in a spirit of Reverence, a spirit of Good¬ 
will, a spirit of Compassion, towards all 
persons or circumstances which he has the 
duty to oppose. The true knight cannot 
afford to be irreverent, he cannot afford to 
have illwill, he cannot afford to be cruel. 
Let the knight of Theosophy and of The 
Theosophical Society illumine these three 
great qualities with the splendours of his 
Theosophy and with the strength of his 
membership of The Theosophical Society, 
and let his fight on every Front be 
characterized by that Theosophical deter¬ 
mination and purpose which shall bring 
renown to The Society to which he 
belongs and recognition of the mighty 



worth of the Science of Life which is 
Theosophy. 

Let every Theosophist realize that his 
country must be made safe for Peace and 
Brotherhood, and that this safety depends 
to no small extent upon his own exertions, 
and does not at all depend upon his coun¬ 
try’s neutrality or participation in the war. 
War is going on in every country in one 
form or in another and the Theosophist 
must fight against it. The war in Europe 
has to be made in its own way, but at 
least let us hope it has succeeded in draw¬ 
ing the attention of the whole world to the 
existence of war everywhere, and has 
evoked from every Theosophist without 
exception a constant measure of eager 
action against those forms which war 
makes round about him. 

I leave you with the thought as to how 
victorious the whole world would be on the 
Fronts of the Wars of Cruelty, Ugliness 
and Vulgarity if only we mobilized on them 
as we mobilize on the Front so supremely 
patent to our eyes ! And yet it is the war 
spirit in Cruelty, in Ugliness and in Vul¬ 
garity that so feeds the war spirit every¬ 
where as at last to cause it to burst into 
furious flames in war such as we are in the 
habit of defining it, in those circumstances 
which we almost exclusively associate with 


war. I see Britain and France organized 
with the most extraordinary thoroughness 
against that particular aspect of war now 
so very obvious, and it is indeed well that 
they should be so organized. But there are 
more wars in Heaven and earth than are 
perceptible to the blind eyes of humanity, 
and those wars which most of us ignore, 
which we do not even recognize as wars 
are often the wars which make possible 
the wars we so eagerly seek to avoid al¬ 
most at any cost. Would that every 
country in the world could be finely organ¬ 
ized against all war. Indeed is it true 
that the glorious opportunity of most mem¬ 
bers of The Theosophical Society, is to 
lead the fight against Cruelty, against 
Ugliness, against Vulgarity—than such 
fighting there could be no safer insurance 
against all other forms of war. 
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